Bedside resuscitation bags: a source of bacterial contamination.
Resuscitation bags at the bedside of 12 intubated ICU patients with known culture positive sputum were evaluated as possible reservoirs of pathogenic bacteria. As oxygen was constantly flowing into the bags, sampling of gas continuously emitted from the exhalation valve assembly was sampled to detect if a bacteria-laden aerosol was being created. Positive cultures were obtained from 75% of the valves and 25% of the aerosol samples. In those patients with gram-negative bacteria in their sputum, 71% of the valves and 29% of the gas samples were positive for the same organisms. Various methods to control this possible contributing factor to nosocomial infection in the ICU are discussed.